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Frequently Asked Questions – ECEC Strategic Research Fund
 
The program guidelines are the one source of truth for all matters relating to the ECEC Strategic Research Fund grants. Please read the program guidelines carefully to ensure eligibility and that your project proposal is aligned with, and meets, all requirements.  
1. Can applicants from universities outside of NSW apply for the ECEC Strategic Research Fund? 
To be eligible for grants under the ECEC Strategic Research Fund, as stated in the program guidelines, lead researchers must: 
· be employed by a university in NSW (the administering organisation) 
· be a permanent staff member, who holds the position of Senior Lecturer equivalent or above 
· have the demonstrated skills and capacity to deliver the project 
· the administering organisation must be financially viable and able to demonstrate they are likely to remain so over the duration of the project. 
This means that as long as the researcher/s from universities outside of NSW partner with the lead researcher employed by a university in NSW (as the administering organisation), they can be part of an application. 
2. What are the key eligibility criteria for the two different streams of the ECEC Strategic Research Fund? 
For projects to be eligible, all grants under the ECEC Strategic Research Fund must meet the eligibility criteria of one of the following grant categories: 
· To be eligible for the Leveraging Grant - the research project proposal must be a post-award project (for example philanthropic funding, ARC Linkage or Discovery projects). Successful projects will increase the applicability of project outcomes/outputs to the NSW ECEC context and the principal objective of the Childcare and Economic Opportunity Fund (CEO Fund). 
· To be eligible for the Innovation Grant - the research project proposal must qualify as ambitious, innovative ECEC research aligned with the ECEC Research Program priority areas. Successful projects will provide immediate applied benefit to the ECEC workforce and support the translation of research into new innovations and policy initiatives. 
All projects must also show how they are aligned with the objective of the CEO Fund, and at least one of the 6 Research Priority Areas:  
· ECEC Quality: Better understandings around the factors enabling and constraining quality in ECEC environments, pedagogy, professional practice and leadership. 
· ECEC Workforce: Exploring innovations to attract, retain, and sustain a thriving ECEC workforce, including professional learning and mentoring. 
· Models of Provision: Examining effective delivery models across urban, rural, and remote NSW to design inclusive, accessible, and high-quality services. 
· Aboriginal-led ECEC: Building on Aboriginal connections to Country, language, and culture to develop culturally responsive and sustainable early learning services. 
· Inclusion: Supporting equitable, high-quality ECEC for all children, with a focus on disability equity. 
· Under-served Communities: Addressing barriers and increasing participation in communities and cohorts currently under-served by early learning services. 
3. Will only projects for which there is existing ethics approval or where ethics is currently under review be considered? 
Ethics approval is not required before applying but is expected. Without ethics approval, the proposed research will not be funded. 
The program guidelines state that eligible project will need to “Have ethics approval or be likely to receive ethics approval from the relevant ethics committee at the university. Include evidence of approval or apply through the NSW State Education Research and partnerships (SERAP) process, if the proposed research project involves public preschools or schools. If a SERAP is unsuccessful, the proposed research will not be funded.”  
4. Is it an expectation that public preschools be included in the project? Given the challenge of getting timely SERAP approval, it can be difficult to conduct research in these settings.  
It is not a requirement that public preschools are included in the application. However, as the ECEC Research Program is a priority for the NSW Government, the SERAP team will work closely with successful applicants to expedite their applications through the new streamlined authorisation process should they wish to include public preschools in their research. 
5. How can I be confident my research project aligns with the ECEC Strategic Research Fund grant streams? 
We strongly recommend looking closely at the program guidelines to determine how your project aligns with at least one of the 6 Research Priority Areas, and the objective of the CEO Fund. In your application, make sure this alignment is clear. The Assessment Criteria section in the program guidelines also gives more detail about how the applications will be assessed, and what criteria the selection panel and CEO Fund Board will be using to make their decisions. 
6. What is the start day for the delivery of the ECEC Strategic Research Fund grant? 
The start day for the delivery of the ECEC Strategic Research Fund can be negotiated via the Funding Agreement, if successful. The expected project delivery timeframe (for successful applicants) is up to 2 years from the signing of the Funding Agreement. 
7. What can the grant funding from the ECEC Strategic Research Fund be used for? 
The ECEC Strategic Research Fund is a grants program to fund quality research as part of the ECEC Research program, which aims to enhance research that will benefit children, Early Childhood teachers and educators, ECEC settings, and communities across NSW. 
Successful applicants will be required to enter into a funding deed with the NSW Government. The funding deed must be signed by an authorised officer of the administering organisation. 
The grant funding awarded to successful applicants must be spent in accordance with the specified project activities required for the delivery of the proposed research project and expected outcomes, as per the activities agreed to in the legally binding Funding Agreement. The Funding Agreement also includes terms and conditions with further specifications on requirements by both parties regarding funding and expenditure.  
Expenditure outside of the project’s agreed activities schedule and proposed budget are not legally permitted to be funded under the ECEC Strategic Research Fund. This includes other university costs or expenses.
The CEO Fund is the funding entity and the CEO Fund Board is authorised to fund programs that meet the objective and aims of the CEO Fund Act 2022. Accordingly, the NSW government must ensure grant funds paid by the CEO Fund are used to meet the objective and aims of the Act. All grant funds paid under the Act are monitored and audited to ensure they are compliant with the Act.
In the executed funding deed, the Board will ensure the approved ECEC Strategic Research Fund project meets the objectives and aims of the Act and that a compliant acquittals process is included in the terms and conditions.
 Please refer to the objective and aims of the Act below.
Objective of Act
(1) The principal objective of this Act is to increase participation in the State’s
workforce, particularly for women, by making quality childcare more affordable and
accessible.
(2) To achieve this object, this Act aims to—
(a) reduce barriers to parents and carers participating in work, and
(b) improve affordability and accessibility of childcare, and
(c) support the early childhood education and care workforce and sector.

8. Can we submit more than one application across the different streams of the ECEC Research Program (i.e the ECEC Strategic Research Fund grant and the NSW ECEC Study [NEST] procurement)? 
While there is nothing in the program guidelines that would prevent an applicant from applying for all multiple streams in the ECEC Research Program, researchers should consider the feasibility in terms of stretching across time commitments.
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